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their veins. The law of suffering was engraved upon their hearts
and I ask everyone present here to copy the example of these
two heroes and heroine. If you and I are in suffering, if our
properties are taken away from us, no matter, for we preserve our
dignity and national honour. You will learn more of this struggle
from the leaders here. As this is purely a religious struggle we pro-
pose to make a beginning next Sunday week, the 6th day of April.
I have suggested that all men, women, labourers and moneyed
men and everyone who has Indian blood in him should fast for
24 hours from the last night's meal. We begin our civil disobedience
"and it is a purely religious movement. This fast is not a show
but a sincere prayer to the Almighty that we may receive proper
strength and proper wisdom in going through these struggles. I
have also suggested that we should stop all business and work
for that day. I hope that our merchant friends will fall in with this
plan. If there are any labourers who are called upon to work on
Sundays, they will cease work only if they receive permission from
their masters. It is not part of civil disobedience that we should
disobey our employers' just orders. We should hold meetings on
that day and [reports of the] proceedings should be sent to the
Viceroy and the Secretary of State to remove this objectionable
legislation. It will not be an idle prayer but it is by the force of
satyagraha and I assure you that if many of us approach this
struggle in a proper and becoming spirit, we can have the legisla-
tion destroyed in a short space of time.
CONCLUSION
I thank you sincerely for inviting me to Nagapatam. I thank
you also for giving me a patient hearing. I cannot find sufficient
words to describe the great affection that has been showered upon
me throughout the Madras Presidency. I learnt in South Africa
to have boundless faith in the Indians. More than any other part
of India, you have preserved the natioanl traditions in a superior
manner. You have preserved most decidedly the outward form.
You have also great faith in divinity. When I look at you, my mind
reminds me of our great rishis1. I am sure they could not have lived
simpler lives, but one thing is simple [sic]. You have to infuse into
the form, that you have so beautifully preserved, the spirit of the
riskis. Then you will be a power in the land and you will preserve
the dignity of the nation and realize her future destiny. I hope
that God will give you sufficient strength for this,
The Hindu, 3-4-1919
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